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Techne Summit is an international multi-industry focused investment & entrepreneurship event, 
that aims to impact multiple sectors and stakeholders of the startup communities in the 
Mediterranean region through showcasing different technologies and their application in each 
industry.

The event kick-started in Alexandria, Egypt in 2015 and in 2018 has attracted more than 6000 
attendees, 130 speakers, 230 startups, and 80 investors, all from more than 25 countries. 

The 2017 event in Dubrovnik was supported by her excellency President of Croatia.



KEY NOTE SPEAKER IN 2019

Julian Costley
Investor | Author | Chairman

Julian Costley is the author of the guidebook for entrepreneurs: 
HOW TO: USE CROWDFUNDING. He’s an expert on raising capital, 
an active angel investor, and a professional chairman/NED.

He was a Country Manager at Thomson Reuters, then created 
his own TV channel on BSB (later BSkyB), then founding CEO of 
France Telecom’s Globecast satellite company. He then met 
venture capitalist Hermann Hauser in 1998 and together they 
created E*TRADE UK the UK’s first all-Internet stockbroking firm 
and effected a trade sale at the height of the dotcom boom. 

Since then he has invested in 22 companies and become 
chairman/NED or adviser to many more focusing on the financial 
services, media, telecoms, and internet markets in UK, 
Netherlands, Scandinavia, France, Canada, and China. He’s also 
leading a start-up which will launch in Autumn 2018.

He is an occasional lecturer/mentor/MBA course judge at 
London Business School, Said (Oxford) University, EDHEC (Nice), 
UM (Barcelona), and Skema Business School (Sophia Antipolis). 

He now lives back in the UK after 7 years in France. His 
interests/passions are his four children, design, storytelling, 
sailing, tennis, guitar, and opera. t



Fadi Bishara
Founder & CEO
Blackbox

USA

Iwona Gruszka
Founder
Iwona Gruszka Consulting & Success Angels 
POLAND

Nitin Dahad
Editor
The Next Silicon Valley

UNITED KINGDOM

Ahmad Piraiee
CEO
ITKeyMedia

POLAND

Kata Kevehazi
Founder
JOL-LET Foundation

HUNGARY

Marina Ross
CEO & Founder
NANOBARRIER

RUSSIA

Vladimir Vulić
Co-founder.
Spark.me

MONTENEGRO

Tarek El Kady
Founder
Alexandria Angel Network

EGYPT

Dražen Nikolić
Director
Founder Institute Zagreb

CROATIA

Renato Libric
Founder and CEO
Bouxtie Inc.

USA
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Ladislav Juric
Founder
Baggizmo

CROATIA

Katarina Szulenyiova
COO
SEEDSTARS

Dario Bijelić
Online Revenue Consultant
PHOBS

CROATIA

Hermes Arriaga
Co-founder & director
Impact Hub Network

CROATIA

Kristian Ravić
Program Coordinator

STARTUP FACTORY ZAGREB

Loay El Shawarby
Partner
Shehata, Attorneys-at- Law

Agamemnon Otero
CEO
Repowering

Ekaterina Munina
Director
HYDROP

RUSSIA
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The Pearl of the Mediterranean 

DUBROVNIK, a medieval aristocratic republic from the 12th-19th centuries and the best 
preserved walled city in the Mediterranean, is one of Croatia’s main tourist attractions and 
one of only three European cities ranked as a World Heritage Site of zero category by 
UNESCO (1979), which the English poet Lord Byron named the “pearl of the Adriatic”. The 
enchanting landscape, including the nearby islands, the beaches, the numberless historical 
sites, the colors, the shapes, the scents, the warmth of the climate and people... will all 
provide for you an unforgettable experience.

The city is a living museum and a live stage, and has an ideal connection
between its historical past and the modern day. It is surrounded by medieval walls that are 
1940 metres long and are preserved in their original form.

Dubrovnik is mainly a cultural destination, which asides from monuments of interest, offers 
a series of cultural events and festivals. Dubrovnik is a city that charms, a city that you fall in 
love with and always return back.



HOTEL DUBROVNIK PALACE
Celebrated as "Europe’s finest five-star resort" in 2011, Hotel Dubrovnik Palace, with its 
superb conference center and spa facilities, was also a proud holder of World Travel 
Awards' - "Croatia’s Leading Hotel" and "Croatia's Leading Spa Resort" awards in two 
consecutive years.

LOCATION
Located a short distance from the Dubrovnik Old Town, the hotel resides on the beautiful 
peninsula of Lapad, below the Petka woods, and enjoys spectacular views to the Elafite 
islands.
Distance to Dubrovnik Airport 20 km
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 www.DBV.TechneSummit.com 


