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International Historic Towns Conference
Dubrovnik, Croatia  October 4-5, 2012

Delivering Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth in Historic Towns
Final Declaration
We, the City of Dubrovnik, Croatian Association of Historic Towns, Heritage Europe, Turkish Union of Historical Towns, Council of Europe and  the, Organization of World Heritage Cities, MedCities, UNDP Croatia, Marco Polo System geie and the Union for the Mediterranean. Represented by  150 delegates, including ministers, mayors and high-level officials from 15 countries from Europe and beyond, participated in the International Historic Towns Conference in Dubrovnik – Delivering Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth in Historic Towns. 
Bearing in mind the objectives of the UNESCO Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), as well as the UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape (2011) and having regard to the EU2020 Strategy, presentations, case studies and discussions held during the symposium. 
Recognising the important contribution of cultural heritage to the quality of life and the sense of identity and belonging of Europe’s citizens, as well as to the beauty, harmony and sustainable future of historic towns
Convinced that: 
1. cultural heritage can and does play an important part in delivering the EU’s priorities of Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth

2. cultural heritage is a key resource and catalyst for delivering key social economic and environmental benefits

3. the historic town is a model for sustainable development
Recommend that decision makers engaged in the management of Europe's historic towns 
1. Take a holistic view of the whole city, not just the historic core to ensure community engagement and to reflect the interdependence and inter-related nature of cities
2.  Adopt  a transitional approach to urban development, which recognises the need of the historic town to modernise and change in a way which sustains its identity,
3.  recognise the role of historical towns in climate change mitigation policies by the use of traditional knowledge and technological innovations for a more sustainable use of energy and its higher efficiency.

4. Embrace a shift in thinking to develop new perspectives about cultural heritage to also consider not just the physical structures, but the needs of new uses, services, businessesand people in order  to achieve innovative and more sustainable patterns of governance 
We undertake to:

1. support the work of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3 in developing a European     cultural heritage strategy

2. campaign for the European Commission to recognize cultural heritage as a key resource and to fully reflect its strategic contribution to delivering EU priorities of sustainable growth

3. encourage EU institutions, national governments and mayors of historic towns to recognize the contribution of sustainable energy management as a mitigating factor alleviating the impacts of climate change 
Commit to finding solutions to the social and economic challenges facing historic towns that are innovative, adopting a flexible and positive approach with an emphasis on delivering results and making things really work in practice
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The conference was organized in partnership with:
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